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December 24, 2014 
Christmas According to Dickens 
What Day is It? 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
Opening words: You know the story. Everybody knows the story. Miserly old 
businessman Ebenezer Scrooge lived for one thing, money. The problem was, his 
money wasn’t making him happier, it was making him miserable. Everyone in his life 
knew it. His deceased business partner Jacob Marley knew it. However, Marley also 
knew change was still possible, so he went to visit Scrooge. He told him that three 
more ghosts would visit him. The first would be the Ghost of Christmas Past. The 
second would be the Ghost of Christmas Present. The third would be the ghost of 
Christmases yet to come or the Ghost of Christmas Future. They were coming for one 
reason, transformation! 
 
This is sermon number four in my six-part sermon series, Christmas According to 
Dickens. We are looking at various scenes from Charles Dickens’ classic short story, A 
Christmas Carol. The name of Jesus is never mentioned in the book, but his fingerprints 
are found everywhere. Today’s scene is no exception. This evening’s message is called 
What Day is It?  Our Gospel lesson is the traditional Christmas Eve text, Luke 2:1-20. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Luke 2:1-20 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own town to 
register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He 
went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and 
she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 8 And there were 
shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An 
angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and 
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior 
has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will 
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord 
has told us about.” 
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16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the 
manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard 
and seen, which were just as they had been told. 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
When we last left Scrooge, he was was trying to recover from his three visitors. There 
was the Ghost of Christmas Past, who came at 1:00. She showed him some wonderful 
Christmas memories and others that weren’t so great. There was the Ghost of 
Christmas Present, who came at 2:00. He showed him both the poverty that existed in 
his world, and the fun he was missing. There was the ghost of Christmases yet to 
come, or the Ghost of Christmas Future, who came without warning. He reminded 
Scrooge of his mortality. No one likes to hear that they are terminal from birth. 
 
Our scene for this evening begins with sunshine. It is a new day. You remember the 
scene. Scrooge has endured his three visitors and promises to change. The 
transformation is complete! With newly discovered energy, he jumps out of bed and 
begins to dance around. The church bells begin to chime, when Scrooge has a horrible 
thought. Maybe the work of the ghosts took longer than one day? Maybe he missed 
Christmas? He runs to his window and opens it. He looks down into the street and 
discovers a small boy. He yells at him and asks the question for this evening, “What day 
is it?” The boy repeats the question, then he answers it. “What day is it? Why, it is 
Christmas day!” Scrooge hasn’t missed it. He begins to make plans to get the most out 
of that particular Christmas, and I hope you have done the same. Can I ask you a 
question? 
 
What plans have you made for Christmas? What are you going to do to get the most 
out of this particular Christmas? Has anyone here decorated their home for Christmas? 
Your tree came out of the woods and makes the whole house smell like pine. Or your 
tree came out of the attic, but it won’t shed a single needle. Has anyone here sent out 
any Christmas cards? At home, we have. Kathryn took this opportunity to announce to 
our world the big news. We are grandparents, and this is Pippa’s very first Christmas. In 
my opinion, she is the most magnificent baby born in decades. Is anyone here planning 
on spending the day with loved ones? Some have traveled a long way to spend the day 
with you, others have walked down the street. The distance doesn’t matter, their 
attendance does. Is anyone here planning on exchanging gifts for Christmas? You 
bought just the right present for just the right person, and you can’t wait for them to 
open it. May be you have spotted an extra-large gift under the tree with your name on 
it. You can’t wait to open it. I don’t have to go on. You know it is true. You are just like 
Scrooge! You know that the great day of Christmas is here, and you are trying to get 
the most out of this particular Christmas.  
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Did you know the National Retail Federation expected Americans to spend more than 
$600 billion dollars on Christmas this year? However, those of us who comprise the 
church know that Christmas is more than a giant birthday party. It is deeper and more 
profound. Christmas is about the incarnation of God. The Gospel of John says, “And the 
word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” (1:14) In other words, God left 
the perfection of heaven and took a human form to become one of us. That is what 
makes Christmas so special. The church celebrates Christmas annually for three 
theological reasons. Those reasons will serve as the outline for this message. First, 
Christmas is a day to celebrate the heart of God. Second, Christmas is a day to admit 
mankind’s greatest need. Third and finally, Christmas is a day to ponder God’s 
mysterious ways. So if you are ready to begin, say, “Amen!” I will be quick because 
you have egg nog to drink.  
 

Christmas is a day to celebrate the heart of God. 
The great Danish theologian Soren Kierkegaard told the story of a prince who was 
running an errand for his father one day in the local village. As he did so, he passed 
through a very poor section of the town. Looking through the window of his carriage, 
he saw a beautiful young peasant girl walking along the street. He could not get her off 
his heart. He continued to come to the town, day after day, just to see her and to feel 
as though he was near her. His heart yearned for her, but there was a problem. How 
could he develop a relationship with her? He was royalty and she was a commoner. He 
could order her to marry him. It was within his power to do so. But he wanted this girl 
to love him from the heart, willingly. He could put on his royal garments and impress 
her with his regal entourage, and drive up to her front door with soldiers and a carriage 
drawn by six horses. But if he did this he would never be certain that the girl loved him, 
or was simply overwhelmed with his power, position and wealth. The prince came up 
with another solution. He moved into the village dressed only as a peasant. He lived 
among the people, shared their interests and concerns, and talked their language. In 
time, the young peasant girl grew to know him, and then to love him. That is the story 
of Christmas! 
 

Christmas is a day to celebrate the heart of God. The God of the universe is in love with 
us! The God of the universe is in love with you. He could have ordered us to love him. 
He could have impressed us with his power. However, those ways had limitations. 
Instead, God entered this world to share our interests and concerns and to win our 
hearts. The incarnation reveals the heart of God. And all of God’s people said, “Amen!” 
The incarnation reveals God’s heart. The incarnation reveals our great human need. 
 

Christmas is a day to admit mankind’s greatest need. 
In 1963, Nelson Mandela was charged with trying to sabotage his nation’s government. 
He went against his nation’s apartheid government, which treated each race differently. 
He wanted South Africa to have a democratic government, which treated all races the 
same. He was found guilty and was sent to prison. He sat in that prison for the next 
twenty-seven years. When he was released in 1990 he only spoke of one thing, 
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forgiveness. In time, he would become president of his country and had an 
international audience. He spoke of forgiveness time and time again. Mandela said, 
“Forgiveness is part of God’s plan.” Nelson Mandela knew it. Mankind’s greatest need is 
for forgiveness.  
 
Someone once wrote these words: If our greatest need had been information, God 
would have sent us an educator; If our greatest need had been technology, God would 
have sent us a scientist; If our greatest need had been money, God would have sent us 
an economist; If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an 
entertainer; But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior. 
 
Christmas is a day to admit mankind’s greatest need, forgiveness. In the life of the 
church there is nothing, there is no one, more important than Jesus. He is the key to 
happiness both in this world and in heaven itself. It is impossible to separate the baby 
in the nativity from the Savior on the cross thirty-three years later. Jesus was the 
perfect sacrifice for our sins. He died so we could live. The Incarnation reveals our 
greatest human need, forgiveness. And all of God’s people said, “Amen!” The 
Incarnation reveals God’s heart and our greatest human need. The Incarnation also 
reveals the mystery of God’s ways. 

 
Christmas is a day to ponder God’s mysterious ways. 

The Hebrew world waited for generations for the coming of the Messiah. They knew he 
was going to be something special! They dreamed of his greatness, but they almost 
missed him because he was quite common. The story of the nativity is filled with 
common people. The shepherds were the first to hear about the birth of Jesus. Who 
were they? They were nobodies. As a matter of fact, they were rejected by the 
orthodox leaders for not keeping the law. Mary and Joseph were really nothing special. 
They were just another poor couple having a baby. Aren’t the poor always having 
another baby? Two years later, when the Magi finally arrive, they go to the palace 
because they are looking for something special. Who looks for something special in the 
barn? You have to watch where you step. Think about this for a moment. God trusted 
common people with his divine plan and He still does.  
 
This is my question for you. What are you going to do for God with the rest of your life?  
I know that is an intimidating question. I know it raises your insecurities. You feel like 
you are nothing special, which make you perfect for God’s service. Christmas is a day to 
ponder God’s mysterious ways. Never forget, God has a purpose for your life. And all of 
God’s people said, “Amen!“ I end with this story.  
 
Cecil B. DeMille was making one of his great epic movies. He had six cameras at various 
points to pick up the overall action and five other cameras set up to film plot 
developments involving the major characters. The large cast had begun rehearsing their 
scene at 6 a.m. They went through it four times and now it was late afternoon. The sun 
was setting and there was just enough light to get the shot done.  
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DeMille looked over the panorama, saw that all was right, and gave the command for 
action. One hundred extras charged up the hill; another hundred came storming down 
the same hill to do mock battle. In another location, Roman centurions lashed and 
shouted at two hundred slaves who labored to move a huge stone monument toward 
its resting place. Meanwhile, the principal characters acted out, in close-up, their 
reactions to the battle on the hill.  It took fifteen minutes to complete the scene. When 
it was over, DeMille yelled, "Cut!" and turned to his assistant, all smiles. "That was 
great!" he said. "It was, C.B.," the assistant yelled back. "It was fantastic! Everything 
went off perfectly!" Enormously pleased, DeMille turned to face the head of his camera 
crew to find out if all the cameras had picked up what they had been assigned to film. 
He waved to the camera crew supervisor. From the top of the hill, the camera 
supervisor waved back, raised his megaphone, and called out, "Ready when you are, 
C.B!" He hadn’t filmed a single thing! 
 
Scrooge almost missed Christmas. I hope that is not your story. It has been a wonderful 
scene. There has been the colored lights and the holiday decorations. There has been 
the cards and gifts. There is one at home waiting for you. There has been special music 
and parties. It has been fantastic, but don’t miss the real meaning of Christmas. Those 
of us who comprise the church know the true meaning of Christmas. It is about the 
Incarnation. God, himself, became one of us! That day changed everything. Christmas 
reveals the heart of God. Christmas reveals our greatest human need, forgiveness. 
Christmas exposes God’s mysterious ways. What are you going to do for God with 
the rest of your life? What day is it? It is Christmas day. And all of God’s people said, 
“Amen!”  
 


