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Sermon: “The People in My Neighborhood” 

Scripture: Luke 10:25-37 

Date Used: July 10, 2022 

Focus: We are invited to answer the question that Jesus poses in this text, “Who are the people 

in my neighborhood”? Jesus invited the hearer to expand his/her concept of neighbor and to 

enlarge one’s understanding of who one’s neighbor is. 

 
Early on in our lives we begin to learn the importance of who our neighbors are, 

and we begin to learn what it means to be a neighbor. Some of us grew up 

watching Sesame Street or over the years have been around children or 

grandchildren that watched the program. There may have been the occasion 

when we heard the characters that lived on Sesame Street singing a song about 

the people in the neighborhood. 

 

You might remember the song, it went…. 

 

Oh, who are the people in your neighborhood, 

In your neighborhood, in your neighborhood? 

Say, who are the people in your neighborhood, 

The people that you see each day. 

 

We learned the postal carrier was a person in our neighborhood. 

We learned that the firefighter, the baker, the bus driver, the dentist, the doctor, 

the grocer, the shoemaker, the street cleaner, and the trash collector were all 

part of our neighborhood, they were our neighbors. 

 

As we grew older, we graduated into watching the beloved Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary graduate, Fred Rogers, and our understanding of who our neighbor was 

also grew. You might remember how Mr. Rogers started each show by singing,   

 

It’s a beautiful day in this neighborhood, 

A beautiful day for a neighbor, 

Would you be mine? 

Could you be mine? 
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It’s a neighborly day in this beautywood, 

A neighborly day for a beauty, 

Would you be mine? 

Could you be mine? 

 

I have always wanted to have a neighbor just like you, 

I’ve always wanted to live in a neighborhood with you. 

 

So, let’s make the most of this beautiful day. 

Since we’re together we might as well say, 

Would you be mine? 

Could you be mine? 

Won’t you be my neighbor? 

 

Won’t you please, won’t you please, 

Please won’t you be my neighbor? 

Then Mr. Rogers would say, “Hi television neighbor, I’m glad we’re together 

again.” 

 

Fred Rogers expanded our understanding of neighborhood beyond a set 

geographical location to include a large television audience. 

 

Throughout our lives we are continually challenged to expand our understanding 

of who are neighbors are and our understanding of what it means to be part of a 

neighborhood.  

 

This is exactly what we encounter in the text from the Gospel of Luke this 

morning.  

 

On one occasion Jesus was asked by a lawyer, an expert in the Law of Moses, 

“What do I have to do to inherit eternal life?”  

 

Jesus does what he often does when he has a question posed to him, he answers 

a question with a question. He asks this expert in the Law of Moses, “What is 

written in the Law? What do you read there?” The lawyer replies, “You shall love 
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the Lord your God with all of your heart, and with all of your soul, and with all 

your strength, and with all your mind.” You shall love God with all that you are. 

You shall love God with your whole being. 

 

The lawyer continues with his answer to Jesus’ question by saying, “and (you shall 

love) your neighbor as yourself.”  

 

Jesus follows up the lawyer’s response by saying, “You got it! Now go do this and 

you will live.” 

 

But the lawyer isn’t done yet. Seeking to prove his own righteousness he asks 

Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Or “Who is part of my neighborhood?”  

 

The Interpreter’s Bible Commentary states the expert in the Law may be looking 

for a loophole. He might just be looking for Jesus to answer the question, “So, 

who isn’t my neighbor? Can you tell me the people that are not part of my 

neighborhood and therefore, I don’t need to be responsible for?”  

 

In response to this question Jesus tells the parable of the Good Samaritan. Most 

of you know this story quite well…. It is the story of a man that is traveling from 

Jerusalem to Jericho when he gets mugged. The traveler is beaten, stripped, and 

robbed.  

 

What makes this parable so challenging for the audience that first heard this 

parable is that the people the audience would expect to help this man – a priest 

and an assistant to a priest, do nothing to help the guy. They just ignore him and 

keep on walking…. And Jesus does not offer any reason for their failure to 

respond to the needs of the victim of this violent crime.  

 

Then to baffle the audience, the person the audience would expect to pass by the 

man who was mugged, is the one who responds with compassion. This is not 

what the audience was expecting. If anything, they expect these roles to be 

reversed. They would expect the Samaritan to be the one who does nothing and 

the priest and the Levite to be those who respond with compassion. 
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Then to baffle the audience that heard this parable even more, the Samaritan’s 

response to the man who was beaten is not a minimal response. He does not do 

the minimum. When you look at everything the Samaritan does for the victim of 

this crime - he cleanses and bandages the man’s wounds, he puts the guy on his 

own animal, he brings him to an inn where he cares for him, and then when he 

checks out, he gives the innkeeper even more money to provide care for the man 

who was beaten and robbed, with the promise to pay for any additional costs that 

might be incurred when he passes that way again….. You can’t imagine a more 

extravagant, compassionate response.  

 

The audience does not expect that Jesus would make a Samaritan the hero of the 

story.  

 

 

The audience for this parable, much like we are from time to time, is confronted 

by their own implicate bias towards the people of Samaria, the Samaritans. The 

people of Israel did not think very highly of the Samarian Jews. They thought they 

were lower on the social totem pole than they were, kind of like the way I feel 

about University of Michigan fans. Though they live in a neighboring state, they 

are not part of my Buckeye neighborhood. They had a real bias about the people 

from Samaria. 

 

The National Institutes of Health defines implicit bias as “a form of bias that 

occurs automatically and unintentionally”. Note that they are not attaching any 

judgement to having implicit bias, they are basically saying, we all have implicit 

bias. The definition continues, implicit bias is “a form of bias that occurs 

automatically and unintentionally that nevertheless affects judgement, decisions 

and behaviors.” The definition is basically saying we all have biases that affect the 

judgements we make, the decisions we come to and our behaviors. 

 

For the audience hearing the Parable of the Good Samaritan, their implicit bias 

toward the people of Samaria affects their judgement. Their automatic and 

unintentional response to hearing about the compassionate response of the 

Samaritan is to go, “I don’t think so.” Their automatic response is to deny that 

there is any way a Samaritan could act with such compassion.  
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It is interesting that in Luke’s Gospel the phrase “He had compassion” is only 

found three times in the entire gospel. In the other two places where this phrase 

occurs it is Jesus, who is God’s representative, or a figure representing God, the 

father in the parable of the Prodigal Son, that have compassion. Those are the 

only other two places in Luke’s gospel where that phase is found…. Luke is 

basically saying that showing compassion is a divine action, and when one acts 

with compassion, he/she is operating as God’s agent. 

 

We see a similar sentiment repeater after Jesus finishes telling the parable. When 

Jesus asks the lawyer, “Which of the three, do you think, was a neighbor to the 

man who fell into the hands of robbers?” He responded, “The one who showed 

mercy.”  

 

Much like the attribute of compassion, in Luke’s gospel the attribute of mercy is 

usually used to describe the activity of God or the activity of Jesus. So, the good 

Samaritan who displays compassion and mercy functions as an exemplary figure 

who reflects the nature of God and God’s servant, Jesus.  

 

The final instruction that Jesus gives to the lawyer is to go and do likewise. In 

essence Jesus is saying, when you imitate the actions of the Samaritan, you are 

imitating the activity of God.   

 

 

1. I think in this text from the Gospel of Luke, the gospel writes are saying we 

need to be aware of what matters the most. What matters the most is articulated 

by the lawyer. We are to love God with all that we are, and we are to love our 

neighbor. This is what is most important in our lives.  

 

2. We need to be aware of our tendency to act like the lawyer and look for 

loopholes. “So, tell me who is my neighbor so I can determine who is not my 

neighbor”. It is difficult to admit, but at times our human nature is to look for who 

we can exclude. 

 

3. We need to acknowledge and be aware of our own implicit biases and be 

aware of how they cloud our judgement about others.  
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4. The text also invites us to act as the Samaritan and to be God’s agent of mercy 

and compassion. To realize that a life where one displays mercy and compassion, 

a mercy that overrides our implicit biases, is the life Jesus is calling us to live.  

 

5. When the actions of our lives are driven more by mercy and compassion than 

by our implicit biases, then our understanding of who is part of our neighborhood 

can be expanded and the love and care of God can flow through us to embrace 

more people as part of God’s neighborhood. Amen.     
 


