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Sermon: “You Can Go Home Again” 

Series: Family Issues from Abraham to Joseph 

Scripture: Genesis 33:1-11 and Romans 12:9-21 

Date: September 4, 2022 

Focus: Relationships are stronger than we think. Jacob is convinced that Esau still seeks 

his life…. Where Jacob expected vengeance he experienced grace. There are things we 

can do to bring forth reconciliation in broken relationships. 

 

We have been following the story of Jacob and his twin brother Esau. It is the story of a 

fractured relationship between two brothers where things became so tense, that Esau was 

ready to take his brother’s life…. Fearing for the life of her favorite son, Rebekah sent 

Jacob to the home of her brother Laban in Haran. 

 

While in Haran, Jacob marries two of Laban’s daughters and serves Laban for twenty 

years. But after serving his uncle for twenty years, Jacob gets a nudge from God that it is 

time to go home to Canaan.  

 

Understandably, Jacob is a little bit nervous about this. The last time he saw his brother, 

Esau was thinking about how to kill him. But Jacob wanted to go home. So, he came up 

with a plan. So, Jacob devised a plan on how to best approach his brother in the event his 

brother was still angry with him.  

 

The first thing Jacob did was sent a messenger ahead of him to inform “His lord Esau, 

that his servant Jacob was coming to see him.” Now, note the careful wording of the 

message delivered to Esau. Remember when Isaac blessed Jacob, he said that Jacob 

would be lord over his brother Esau, and that Esau would serve Jacob. But now the 

message Jacob sends to Esau is a reversal of the blessing his father gave him. He is 

saying, “Esau, I acknowledge that you are lord over me and that I am your servant.” 

 

Well, Esau received the message from the messenger Jacob sent and he sends the 

messenger back to Jacob. When the messenger arrives, he tells Jacob that Esau is on his 

way to meet him with 400 men. As you can imagine, this message kind of freaks Jacob 

out. He is pretty sure his brother is on his way to remove him from the face of the earth. 

So, Jacob starts to divide everything that he owns - his livestock, his servants. He divides 

them into two companies thinking that if Esau annihilates half of what he has, he will still 

have something left.  

 

That night Jacob prays to God and says, “Look God, I’ll do you good if you let me live 

and deliver me from my brother’s vengeance.” 
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Well, the next morning Jacob decides to send his brother a series of gifts. Two hundred 

female goats are sent off in the direction of Esau. A short time later this was followed by 

20 male goats, then 100 ewes and then twenty rams, and so on. He keeps sending wave 

after wave of gifts to his brother. He gives his servants these instructions, “When you see 

Esau tell him, ‘These animals belong to your servant Jacob; they are a present sent to my 

lord Esau; your servant Jacob is behind us.” (Now we know what people who thought 

they were in trouble did before FTD florists existed.) … Jacob was hoping to appease his 

brother with these gifts.  

 

But Jacob is still nervous, so he sends his wives, their maids, all of his children and all 

that he owns across the Jabbok River, and he waits alone.  

 

The next morning Jacob sees Esau and 400 men coming toward him. Again, these two 

brothers have not seen each other in 20 years…. You can just imagine the suspense the 

audience hearing this story for the first time must have been experiencing when they 

reached this point in the story. They must have been wondering, “What is going to 

happen? Has Esau been harboring a grudge for the past 20 years? Is he going to take this 

opportunity to destroy Jacob and wipe out his entire household?”  

 

Jacob sees his brother Esau off in the distance, and as he makes his way toward his 

brother he keeps stopping and bowing down. Eventually, Esau sees Jacob and he runs to 

meet his little brother and with tears in his eyes he embraces him.  

 

You can just picture this powerful scene, the two brothers grasping onto each other and 

weeping…. We come to realize that over the 20-year span since these two brothers were 

last together, Esau’s resentment towards his sibling has been tamed…. And I sense that 

he, like many of us have done, came to the realization that relationships are more 

important than anything else; Esau came to the realization that a relationship with Jacob 

was more important than holding onto any wrong that his brother had done to him. 

 

Most of us are part of larger extended families and at times there is friction in those 

families… That’s normal…. Holiday get-togethers where something hurtful was said or 

done, estates that are settled in a way that leaves people feeling unhappy and bitter…. It 

all comes with families. 

 

I have worked with families where siblings have not spoken to one another in years. 

Individually, each sibling insists that he/she hadn’t done anything wrong, it’s all the 

brother or sister’s fault! 

 

But as you talk to people in these situations you come to the realization that deep down, 

what they are really looking for is not an admission of fault on the part of their siblings, 

but what they are really looking for is a relationship. They really miss their brother or 

sister. And what they really want is that relationship back in their lives.  
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In his book, The Seven habits of Highly Effective Families, Stephen Covey shares the 

story that a woman that attended one of his seminars sent to him. She writes, 

 

I came from a very united family. We were always together – children, parents, brothers, 

sisters, aunts, uncles, cousins, grandparents – and we dearly loved one another.  

 

When my father followed my mother in death, it deeply saddened us all. The four of us 

children met to divide our parents’ things among us and our family. What happened at 

that meeting was an unforeseen shock from which we thought we would never recover. 

We had always been an emotional family, and at times we had disagreed to the point of 

some arguing and temporary ill will toward one another. But this time we argued beyond 

anything we had ever known before. The fight became so heated that we found ourselves 

yelling bitterly at one another. We began to emotionally tear at each other. Without being 

able to settle our differences, we each determined and announced that we were going to 

get lawyers to represent us and that the matter would be settled in court. 

 

Each of us left that meeting feeling bitter and deeply resentful. We stopped visiting or 

even phoning one another. We stopped getting together on birthdays and holidays. 

The situation went on for four years. It was the hardest trial of my life. Often, I felt the 

pain of loneliness and the unforgiving spirit of the bitterness and accusations that divided 

us. As my pain deepened, I kept thinking, ‘If they really loved me, they would call me. 

What’s wrong with them? Why don’t they call?’ 

 

Then one day… I came to the realization that not forgiving my brothers and sisters was 

just being reactive on my part and that love is a verb, an action, something that I must 

do. 

 

That night, as I was sitting alone in my room, the phone seemed to cry out to be used. I 

mustered all my courage and dialed the number of my oldest brother. When I heard his 

voice say, “Hello,” tears flooded my eyes, and I could barely speak. 

 

When he heard who it was, his emotions matched mine. We each raced to be the first to 

say, “I’m sorry.” The conversation turned to expressions of love, forgiveness, and 

memories. 

 

I called the others. It took most of the night. Each responded just as my older brother 

had.  

 

For the first time in four years, I felt whole. The pain that had quietly been present was 

gone – replaced by the joy of forgiveness and peace. I felt renewed. 

 

From Jacob and Esau, and from the woman of Covey’s book we come to the realization 

that relationships are stronger than we think.  
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Relationships can withstand a lot of damage…. I remember taking an Old Testament 

course in college on the Book of Job. In our reading that day we read a section where Job, 

that suffering individual, was giving God a pretty good tongue lashing. I remember the 

professor asking, “What do you think of this? What do you think about how Job speaks to 

God?” Students replied by saying how shocked they were that anyone would talk to God 

in such a way… The professor replied, “You know, I think relationships are stronger than 

we realize. Harmful things are said and done all of the time in relationships.” While he 

did not advise intentionally doing these things in a relationship, he understood that it’s 

just part of the dynamics of relationships. And in most cases, relationships are strong 

enough, they are deep enough to move beyond such hurt and pain.  

 

The exception might be those relationships where pride is of greater importance than the 

relationship. Unfortunately, I have known of families where winning an argument was 

more important than reconciliation. I know of a woman that no longer speaks to her 

brothers and most of her neighbors. She has entered into conflict with most of them at 

one time or another and pride, winning, an “I’ll show you” attitude, has been more 

important to her than the relationships. So now she sets in her house all alone… When 

you talk to her, she’ll tell you all about the battles she has won… But she fails to realize 

that even though she has been victorious in battle, she has lost the war! 

 

If you have a relationship with a family member that is fractures, I encourage you to be 

pro-active. Do what Jacob did, do what the woman of Covey’s book did, take the 

initiative. Be the person that makes the phone call, sends the text, or sends the gift. Be the 

person that makes the attempt to make things right.  

 

The apostle Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “If it is possible, so far as it depends 

on you, live peaceably with all.” Paul is saying, “You need to do your part” ….. “As far 

as it depends on you” to be on good terms with others…. Don’t let the potential negative 

response others might have to your well-intended action, get in the way of doing the right 

thing. “As far as it depends on you”, Paul writes, you have a responsibility to attempt to 

live at peace with others. Be proactive and attempt to do the right thing. 

 

Be proactive and be responsible for your part of the problem. Take responsibility and 

apologize for your part of it. 

 

Make the phone call, write the letter, stop by for a visit, send the text message, send a 

thoughtful gift with a card that says, “I saw this and thought of you.” Attempt to bring 

about reconciliation. Relationships are worth it and most people on both sides of an 

argument generally realize this. 

 

In the third copy of Chicken Soup for the Soul, there is this wonderful story shared in the 

book. The story took place in a small town in Spain. A man named Jorge had a terrible 

argument with his son Paco. That night Paco ran away from home. Jorge woke up the 

next morning to discover that his son’s bed was empty. 
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Jorge was crushed. He was filled with remorse over what he had said to his son. 

Searching his soul, he realized that his son was more important to him than anything else. 

And he wanted to start over.  

 

So, Jorge swallowed his pride and went to a well-known store in the center of town and 

posted a large sign that read, “Paco, come home. I love you. Meet me here tomorrow 

morning. Papa.” 

 

The next morning Jorge went to the store, where he found no less than seven young boys 

named Paco that had all run away from home. They were all answering the call for love. 

Each one of them hoping it was their dad inviting them home with open arms.  

 

We can go home again…. Relationships are stronger than we realize… They are more 

valuable than at times we want to admit… Most times the other person in the relationship 

is hoping for reconciliation just as much as we are. 

 

Take the initiative… Make the first move. 

The scriptures remind us that when we were estranged from God, when we had broken 

off our relationship with God, God took the initiative and sent his Son into the world to 

welcome us home. May we do the same.    

  

As we close in prayer, I want you to lift a family member or another person up before 

God, that you need to be reconciled with. 

 

Most loving God, when we were estranged from you, you took the initiative. You wanted 

a relationship with us bad enough to send your own flesh and blood into the world, that 

we might know how much you wanted to be part of our lives. 

 

Lord, we each lift a person before you today – a member of our family, a person that at 

one time meant so much to our lives. As we think of this individual, we can all to easily 

recall all of the harmful things that person said to us or about us, we can remember his or 

her harmful actions all too easily.  

 

Lord, we acknowledge that are own pride might get in the way of our ability to see any 

harm we might have done to them. 

 

Move us from our time of worship today to a time of action – lead us to make a phone 

call, to send an email, to write a letter, to send a thoughtful gift, to make a visit – as an 

expression of mercy, of grace, and of your reconciling love. Amen.   


