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Title: Splinter Hunts 

Scripture: Romans 2:1-3 and Matthew 7:1-5 

Date Used: September 25, 2022 

Focus: Our call is not to focus on the faults of others but to focus on ourselves and the log in 

our own eyes. While we are limited in our abilities to change others, by the grace of God, we 

are able to change ourselves.  

 

We live in a pretty other focused society. What I mean by that is in our society we tend to focus more 
of our energy and attention on how we are acted upon by others than how we are acting upon 
others.  
 
Put another way, we tend to spend more energy examining what other people do to us than 
examining the impact of our actions upon other people.  
 
As you know, this is not unique to this period of human history. In the first century, Jesus addressed 
this same dynamic in the Sermon on the Mount. He says, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy.” Blessed are the people that extend mercy to other people. As a result of doing this, 
they will receive the same treatment and be shown mercy. 
 
In the prayer He taught his disciples Jesus taught those in the crowd to pray, “Forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors.” In other words, “Just as I forgive the actions of other people, Lord, please 
forgive me for my actions.” 
 
While both statements are made from a positive perspective, Jesus says the same thing in the 
opening words of the 7th chapter but from a negative perspective. “Do not judge, so that you may 
not be judged. For with the judgement you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will 
be the measure you get.” 
 
Is it just me or does this seem much easier to take when Jesus says, “Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall receive mercy.” And “Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.” It just doesn’t come 
across as being as harsh as saying, “Don’t judge and you won’t be judged; and the measure you give 
will be the measure you get.” 
 
The admonition here of “do not judge” refers to our need to avoid putting ourselves in the place of 
God and judging other people’s words and actions as though we are in a place of power and 
authority over then. It refers to the realization that it is not our job to keep track of the wrongs of 
other people. It refers to not judging another person’s attitude or behaviors to see if they are wrong 
or if we are morally superior to them. 
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While she was at Mount Union, Suzanne, was part of a Christian Sorority called Kappa Phi. The 
sorority had a sister/brother program with the Christian Fraternity on campus. Suzanne’s little 
brother in the Christian Fraternity was a fellow named Marvin. And Marvin struggled a bit socially. 
He was socially awkward. Marvin was also pretty rigid in his religious views and some people found 
him hard to take. He came across to many people as being rather judgmental. But Suzanne got 
along pretty well with Marvin.  
 
Once a week Suzanne would meet with Marvin in the campus snack bar and they would just talk 
about this and that. This went on for several weeks and then suddenly, Marvin started to avoid 
Suzanne. One day, Suzanne caught up with him and asked him what was going on. And he replied, 
“Every time I see you, all I see is burning flesh!”  
 
When she shared this with me, I was like, “He said what?!!” I didn’t know what to say. I was shocked. 
It seemed to me that Marvin had taken a seat beside God as God sat upon the throne of judgement. 
For some reason he thought he had the right to judge and to condemn others.   
 
Who do we think we are, to believe we think the same way that God thinks; or to think God thinks 
the same way we think? In this passage from Matthew Jesus warns, “If you think you have the right 
to say something to someone that you believe he is in danger of spending eternity on a rotisserie in 
the eternal pit, are you willing to have the same criteria you are using to make that assessment 
applied to yourself? Are you willing to be judged by the same standard?” 
 
What good do we really think such statements accomplish? Do we really believe they draw people 
closer to experiencing God’s saving grace? 
 
Suzanne and I have a friend, Bethany, who has a wonderful evangelistic ministry in Jamaica. Bethany 
is probably one of the most passionate evangelists I have ever met. She wants people to experience 
the life changing grace of Christ just as she has. She is quite passionate about this. 
 
She is so passionate about it because at one time her life was a complete mess. She used drugs. She 
worked as a stripper at a night club in Cleveland. She prostituted herself. And then, by the grace of 
God, she experienced a wake-up call. God turned her life around.  
 
Moving forward about 5-10 years after her conversion, Bethany felt led by God to hang out at the 
club where she used to work as a stripper and get to know the woman that worked there. As she got 
to know the young women, she shared her story with them. As she spoke to the women Bethany 
shared what she had come to realize for herself. She would say, “You a beautiful creation of God. 
God sees you as a beautiful creation of God’s own making and wants you to view yourself that same 
way.” 
 
While she was outside of the club one day visiting with the woman, she heard a familiar voice. It was 
a voice coming from a man on a loudspeaker just across the street from where she stood. It was the 
same guy who stood on the street corner years earlier preaching about God’s wrath and sharing 
words of condemnation toward these young women.  
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Bethany decided to walk across the street and have a talk with him. She said something like, “I know 
you! I recognize your voice. You stood here years ago uttering those same words with the same 
condemning tone. Do you think it has done any good? How many people have you brought to Christ 
by doing this?” A bit taken back by Bethany’s directness he said, “I don’t know.” Bethany continued, 
“Have you ever personally led someone to Christ?” The guy who had preached on that street corner 
for years said, “No.” 
 
So, what is the purpose? If it is not bringing people into a life-changing relationship with Jesus, what 
is the purpose? 
 
In His words from the Sermon on the Mount Jesus reminds us that casting judgement distances us 
from people. Judgement created a chasm; it creates a distance between two parties. It leaves us 
feeling falsely superior to others. But mercy, mercy is the bridge that brings people together. Mercy 
tends to create more mercy.   
 
As the text from Matthew’s Gospel continues, this idea is reinforced as Jesus uses the literary device 
of hyperbole – an exaggerated statement – to further make His point. He says, “Why do you see the 
speck in your neighbor’s eye, but not notice the log in your own eye?”  
 
That's a pretty humorous statement. Can you imagine trying to search for a speck in someone’s eye 
when you have a log sticking out of your face! Good luck with that! 
 
If we look at each part of this statement separately. In looking at just the first half of that statement 
we read, “Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye?” Think about that. It is really difficult to 
see a speck or a splinter in someone’s eye. It is not something you just happen to notice in 
someone’s eye. It is nothing that obvious. Jesus is referring to a splinter that you have to be 
intentionally looking for.   
 
He is talking about a situation when we are intentionally on the lookout, searching to find fault with 
someone. We are intentionally looking for a way to place ourselves in a place of judgement over 
another.  
 
Jesus brings out the painfully absurd truth about such an action in the second part of the question, 
“why do you not notice the log in your own eye?” The real question is, “How can you miss it?” While a 
splinter can get in our way of seeing something, a log would completely blind us.  
 
The absurdity of the text is that the person with the log is judging the person with the splinter. Just 
think about that image for a moment. The dude with the redwood trunk sticking out of his face is 
judging the person with a splinter in her eye.  
 
The point Jesus is trying to bring home is revealed in the next two statements Jesus makes. “Or how 
do you say to your neighbor, ‘Let me take that speck out of your eye’, while a log is in your eye. You 
hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 
your neighbor’s eye.”  
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Jesus’ words invite His audience into a time of self-examination. He is saying, “Do not be so focused 
on other people searching to find fault in them, while at the same time overlooking your own glaring 
faults.” Said another way, “Don’t be so focused on everyone else’s junk that you lose sight of your 
own junk.” 
 
When I was in seminary, I did a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education at Nationwide Children’s Hospital 
in Columbus. One day, I was given the responsibility of visiting this teenage boy who had been 
brought in because he had overdosed. By the time I was sent to see him, he was out of harm’s way 
and was waiting to be discharged. I went to his room and visited with him for a while. And then I 
began to question him about how long he had been using drugs and what drugs he had been using. 
I think I asked him if he was going to be going into a treatment program when he was discharged. 
After visiting with him for a while I left his room. 
 
I had a meeting with my supervisor, Leslie, that afternoon and was sharing this experience with her 
and she said, “During your visit with this patient, why did you ask the questions you asked?” I said, 
“What do you mean?” She said, “What was your reason for asking him the questions you asked him?” 
I didn’t know. She said, “Write out the dialogue from this visit and look at what you said and think 
about why you said it. In other words, explore where this coming from in you?”  
 
After I wrote out the dialogue that was exchanged during the visit. I looked at my conversation with 
this youth it didn’t take me long to realize it was more of an interrogation than a conversation. 
Where that came from within me took a little longer for me to get in touch with. 
 
I grew up in a three-generation household. We lived with my maternal grandfather. As a child I had 
such great memories of doing things with my grandfather. He was a great guy. But at some time 
during my early elementary school years, my grandfather became an alcoholic. By the time I was 
entering the sixth grade, my parents had had enough, and we moved to a new home. But I 
continued to go and visit my grandfather 3 or 4 times a week. He continued to drink, and his 
drinking continued to get worse. He eventually had to be hospitalized because of severe alcohol 
poisoning and from the hospital he went to a nursing home. Soon after that dementia set in, and he 
had no idea who any of us were. 
 
As I reflected upon why I went to see him 3 or 4 days a week it dawned on me, I was trying to save 
him. I was trying to keep him from destroying himself with alcohol.  
 
Years later, during that visit with that teenager at Children’s Hospital, I was trying to save the 
grandfather I was unable to save as a child.  
 
The transformation of other people, the work of disciples of Jesus Christ to transform the world, 
does not begin with transforming others. It begins with allowing God to transform me. I need to be 
transformed for God to use me as God’s agent of transformation.      
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There is this wonderful inscription found on the tombstone of an Anglican Bishop in Westminster 
Abbey. It was written in 1100 A.D., and it reads: 

"When I was young and free and my imagination had no limits, I dreamed of changing the world. As I 
grew older and wiser, I discovered the world would not change, so I shortened my sights somewhat 
and decided to change only my country. 

"But it, too, seemed immovable. 

"As I grew into my twilight years, in one last desperate attempt, I settled for changing only my family, 
those closest to me, but alas, they would have none of it. 

"And now, as I lie on my deathbed, I suddenly realize: If I had only changed myself first, then by 
example I would have changed my family. 

"From their inspiration and encouragement, I would then have been able to better my country, and 
who knows, I may have even changed the world." 
 
The transformation of the world begins with our transformation.  
 
Our job is not to judge. God has not stepped down from the throne of heaven and asked any of us 
to take God’s place. The harsh reality Jesus proclaimed was the standards we use to judge others by 
will be the same standards that are applied to us. So, we need to be aware of our own stuff, our own 
logs, so they do not get in the way of our ability to extend God’s grace, the grace we ourselves want 
to receive, toward the people God sends our way. In that way, others will be transformed as we 
ourselves have been transformed.  
  


