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Title: Seeing Through a Mirror Dimly 

Scripture: I Corinthians 13:1-13 

Date Used: September 18, 2022 

Focus: People in our denomination and in our nation are divided because of an arrogance of 

perspective. Paul calls us to a perspective of humility grounded in an understanding of our own 

human nature, God’s work through the cross of Christ and the fruit of the Spirit, love. 

 

In his children’s book, Grasshopper on the Road, author Arnold Lobel tells of the 
adventures of a grasshopper that one day decided to find a road and follow it 
wherever it goes. While making his way down that road Grasshopper saw a sign on 
the side of a tree. The sign said MORNING IS BEST. Pretty soon Grasshopper saw 
another sign and is said, THREE CHEERS FOR MORNING.  
 
Grasshopper saw a group of beetles that were singing and dancing. They were 
carrying signs. “Good morning,” said grasshopper to the beetles. One of the beetles 
replied, “Yes, it is a good morning. Every morning is a good morning! The beetle 
carried a sign that said, MAKE MINE MORNING. He said, “This is a meeting of the We 
Love Morning Club. Every day we get together to celebrate another bright, fresh 
morning. Grasshopper, do you like morning?” asked the beetle.  
 
“Oh yes,” said Grasshopper. “Hooray!” shouted all the beetles. “Grasshopper loves 
morning!” “I knew it,” said the beetle. “I could tell by your kind face. You are a 
morning lover.” 
 
The beetles gave Grasshopper a wreath of flowers. They gave him a sign that said 
MORNING IS TOPS. “Now,” they said, “Grasshopper is in our club.” 
 
“When does the clover sparkle with dew?” asked a beetle. “In the morning!” cried all 
the other beetles. “When is the sunshine yellow and new?” asked the beetle. “In the 
morning!” cried all the other beetles. They turned somersaults and stood on their 
heads. They danced and sang. “M-O-R-N-I-N-G spells morning!” 
 
“I love afternoon too,” said Grasshopper. The beetles stopped singing and dancing. 
“What did you say?” they asked. “I said that I loved afternoon,” said Grasshopper. All 
the beetles were quiet. “And night is very nice,” said Grasshopper. 
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“Stupid,” said a beetle. He grabbed the wreath of flowers. “Dummy!” said another 
beetle. He snatched the sign from Grasshopper. “Anyone who loves afternoon and 
evening can never, never be in our club!” said a third beetle. 
 
“UP WITH MORNING!” shouted all the beetles. They waved their signs and they 
marched away. Grasshopper was all alone. He saw the yellow sunshine. He saw the 
dew sparkling on the clover. And he went on down the road. 
 
Those Beetles - Do they sound familiar? This story was published in 1978. But it 
seems to me, as if could have been written yesterday.  
 
To me, Grasshoppers encounter with the beetles is reflective of some of the 
discussions taking place on Facebook, in emails and in person regarding politics 
and even our denomination, the United Methodist Church. 
 
I see some real similarities between the content of Facebook posts I’ve read, and 
the beetles’ discussion with Grasshopper. 
 
In Grasshoppers encounter with the beetles I see the all too familiar dynamic of, “If 
you don’t see things the way we do, that is, the way we beetles do, then there is 
something seriously wrong with you.” There is no room for different perspectives. 
What I continually see implied in posts and hear in personal conversations is, “If you 
don’t agree with me, then we can’t be together”. It is as though, in order to be in 
community with one another, as a nation or even as a denomination, we have to all 
be the same. We must all see things from a similar perspective. 
 
While it is difficult enough to deal with this mindset in politics, it is really difficult for 
me to see this emotional dynamic in the life of our United Methodist denomination. 
In my opinion, the United Methodist Church should be modeling healthy relational 
patterns for the people of our society to follow. But instead of doing that, I think we 
get sucked into the same unhealthy dynamic that exists in our culture. It’s sad, that 
when our culture needs us to lead, we are following. 
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I think at the root of this problem is what I call an Arrogance of Perspective. We 
truly believe that what we believe is right and that everyone who does not agree 
with us is just plain wrong. As I already mentioned, the underlying dynamic seems 
to be one we share with the beetles, “I see things as they really are. My perspective 
is superior to yours. I’m informed and if you don’t see things the way I do then you 
are obviously just ignorant.”  
 
To be honest, what I find most disturbing in all of this is what I see happening 
within myself when I listen to the news or read certain Facebook posts. I find myself 
getting drawn into this same unhealthy, polarized dynamic. I get a glimpse of my 
inner beetle and I don’t like it. At times when I am reading an article, I catch myself 
thinking, “That is so dumb.” There are times I move beyond just thinking it and I 
actually say it.  And I find myself asking, “What is wrong with these people?”  
 
With this sad, self-revelation I am left to ponder, “How do I address my own inner 
beetle” and “What must I do to engage in healthy dialogue with others about 
important issues”. 
 
In his first letter to the Christians in Corinth, the Apostle Paul is addressing a similar 
dynamic in that congregation. There are those people in the Church in Corinth who 
believe they are superior to other members of the church. There are those who 
believe they have a more informed perspective than some of their brothers and 
sisters in their faith community. This dynamic is evident in at least two of the issues 
the Apostle Paul addresses in his letter.  
 

1.) The first issue is this. Some members of the church believe they have taken on 
the spiritual wisdom of the person that baptized them. So, some Christians in 
Corinth are bragging about who baptized them. “I was baptized by Apollos.” Others 
are responding, “Well, I feel bad for you because I was baptized by Peter, and we all 
know he was the right-hand man of Jesus himself.” They believe they have been 
blessed with a certain mystical knowledge by the person who baptized them. They 
see this special wisdom as something that sets them above everyone else in the 
church.   
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2.) The second issue where this dynamic is present involves the issue of spiritual 
gifts, the gifts of the Holy Spirit. There are some in Corinth who believe that certain 
spiritual gifts, the flashier ones, are more important than other spiritual gifts. 
People are boasting if they have the gift of wisdom, or if they possess the gift of 
prophecy, or if they can speak in tongues. They just see themselves as being a wee 
bit superior to those with the less ecstatic gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Paul draws a similar conclusion as he addresses both matters – boasting divides 
people and therefore, it fractures the body of Christ. An Air of Arrogance about 
one’s own perspective does damage to that which God desires to be unified. Paul 
puts it this way, “Boasting puffs up but love builds up.” 
 
I have found some help in addressing my own inner beetle by looking at how Paul 
addresses this situation in Corinth. I believe it can help all of us to address the 
divisions in our culture and the division within our denomination. 
 
Paul invites the Corinthians to abandon a perspective of arrogance and to adopt a 
perspective of humility. We see this in the closing verses of I Corinthians 13, in 
verses 9-12. In this section of the letter, one of the things Paul seems to be 
addressing is the issue of “What is it we can really know for certain.” 
 
In verse nine he writes, “We know only in part.”  
In verse 12, “For now we see in a mirror dimly.”  
And later in that same verse, “Now I know only in part.”  
 
In this brief section of I Corinthians, Paul makes a distinction between what we can 
know now, and what we will be able to grasp once this realm of existence comes to 
an end and we gain the perspective of the eternal.  
 
Paul writes that what we can know at this time, what we can fully grasp right now is 
limited. Our knowledge is not perfect. 
 
I think deep down, we all know this. We understand that the information we take in 
is processed through a certain set of filters, it is processed through our own world 
view. So, what we can ever truly know is always limited by the limitations of our 
own perspective, it is always limited by our own finite and incomplete world view.  



5 
 

There is a part of me that would like to think that if Paul was writing a letter to 
address this same dynamic, which exists in our society and in denomination today, 
that Paul would quote Dr. Evil from that famous Austin Power movie trilogy when 
Dr. Evil says, “You aren’t all that and a bag of potato chips.”  
 
Think about it! I find these words to be humbling. For, in Dr. Evil’s words, we are 
reminded that indeed we aren’t all that; our perspective is not all that, let alone all 
that and a bag of potato chips. Because as the Apostle Paul says, we know only in 
part…. We see though a mirror dimly. We don’t see the whole picture.   
 
It seems to me that the people that have understood this best are the Christian 
mystics, those men and women of great spiritual depth. I don’t see an arrogance of 
perspective in them, rather what I see in them is this perspective of great humility.  
It seems to me these great men and women of faith are aware of all that they are, 
they have a pretty clear understanding of themselves and therefore, they are aware 
of all that they are not. They are aware of their faults and of their faulty perception 
of reality. They know they aren’t all that and a bag of potato chips. 
 
They generally don’t boast about their great spiritual insights or all the wisdom they 
possess; but rather, they seem to humbly share their insights as their own 
experiences of God. 
 
It seems to me they are aware of and are amazed by God’s grace for them. Like 
Paul, they seem to be aware that the love of God is the one thing we can know with 
any degree of certainty. 
 
The goal of the Christian life for many of these mystics seems to be less defined by 
seeking a perfection of knowledge and more closely resembles John Wesley’s 
understanding of Jesus’ words “to be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect”. In 
these words of Jesus, Wesley did not envision the goal of the Christian life to be the 
ability to gain perfect insight, but rather to be become perfect in love as God is 
perfect in love. That is the goal of the Christian life, not knowing everything. 
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I really believe it is out of the time we spend in communion with God, the time we 
spend connecting with the Spirit of God, that we enter into the process of being 
transformed from a perspective of arrogance to a perspective of humility. It is out 
of that time we spend with God that we begin to grow into an understanding of 
what Paul is speaking about when he says that love is patient and kind; and it is not 
characterized by envy, arrogance, boastfulness or by being rude.  
 
I don’t think Paul merely wants these to be behaviors that the people in Corinth put 
on. I believe Paul wants his audience to know these behaviors are the outgrowth, 
the fruits of the Spirit, that can become part of who the Christians in Corinth are; 
the spiritual fruit that grows out of the time they spend in communion with God.  
 
Paul’s hope is that having been transformed by the love of God we will be led to 
love in such a way that our lives are not characterized by irritability or resentment. 
Paul’s hope is that we will be led to the realization that love does not insist that we 
all must be the same. We’ll come to know love does not rejoice in wrongdoing and 
that love never celebrates the destruction of community.  
 
So, if taking on a perspective of humility helps us to address our perspective of 
arrogance, how do we address issues we believe are important to our 
understanding of the Christian life? Do we avoid speaking about them at all so that 
we can maintain community? Not at all. 
 
Look at the example set by the Apostle Paul. The Apostle Paul seemed to have no 
problem discussing controversial issues that were important to the congregations 
he addressed in his letters. I do not believe he hesitated to share his perspective 
and his own convictions because they came out of the core values that were 
foundational to his faith. I think for Paul, those core values were the love of God 
and the love of one’s neighbor.  
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As followers of Jesus, we are called to live in this delicate balance. So, when I begin 
my dialogue with others about issues that are important to me, I envision a 
balancing scale. On one side of the scale, I know I need to be mindful of my own 
imperfect knowledge. And on that same side of the scale, I need to be mindful of 
the importance of maintaining community. I also need to keep the other side of the 
scale in mind about being true to my own researched and prayerfully contemplated 
convictions that arise out of the core values of my faith.  
 
I think one of my seminary professors, Bob Tuttle, had this in mind when he said, 
“You have to live by your convictions but remember, you could be wrong.”  
 
I believe when we follow the words of the Apostle Paul and approach things from a 
perspective of humility, when we remember “We aren’t all that and a bag of potato 
chips,” it helps us to approach critical conversations from a perspective that helps 
us to live in loving and life-giving community with others.   
  


