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Title: Ties of Faith 

Scripture: Mark 14:12-26 

Date Used: October 2, 2022 – World Communion Sunday 

Focus: The communion with Christ we celebrate when we share the bread, and the wine is far 

greater and transcends any tie we have to culture, nature or race. 

 

In a devotional article written by Fay Agnus, she wrote: 

 

“A few months after the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor, my mother and I, along with 600 other 

foreigners in Shanghai, China, were shipped up the Tangtze River by the invading Japanese 

Army to a prisoner of war camp in Yangchow. 

 

“There in the shabbiest of circumstances, in the midst of starvation and suffering, when day-to-

day survival tested the bedrock of our faith, the Sacrament of Communion became to me, and 

continues to be, a lifeline of courage, unity and hope.  

 

“We internees came from many ethnic, cultural, and social backgrounds, yet each Sunday we 

held a united service of worship in the dining hall, putting aside our spiritual differences. We 

saved our bread, one slice rationed daily, to break and pass at communion. We had no grape 

juice to commemorate the shed blood of Christ, but just as sweet was the tea diluted (to the 

point it was) almost colorless. 

 

“At communion, we were transformed by the glory of God’s grace as we remembered the 

crown of thorns, the scourge, the cross, the spear-pierced side. Remembrance of the empty 

tomb and the victorious power of the resurrection gave us strength to carry on. 

 

“For several of our services the same Japanese guard stood outside the open doorway in the 

hall, as though he wanted to come in. It was not unusual to see him close his eyes as if in 

prayer. Then, one day, a camp chum and I saw him marching along the top of the city wall 

adjacent to our prison camp. He was singing, full volume, ‘Onward Christian Soldiers’. We were 

astonished, that guard was a Christian. 

 

“He used a song to show us that he was a brother in the faith. While the war had placed us in 

the bleakest of circumstances that no outsider could possibly comprehend, we took this as a 

sign that God was with us. 

 

“So, it was in a prisoner of war camp that I began to understand the universal power of who we 

are, knit together as one family in Jesus Christ. From that day forward, our worship embraced, 

in spirit, that unknown brother.” 
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The celebration of holy communion was instituted by one who had no place in his life for 

national boundaries, nor a place in his life for creating or acknowledging barriers between 

classes of people, nor a place in his life for excluding people with differing political views. This 

holy meal instituted by Christ was not intended to be used as a way to divide people, but as a 

way to bring people together. 

 

As we gather around this table, taking the place Jesus invites us to take around this table, we 

are invited to receive the bread and the cup, to take the very essence of Christ into ourselves. 

We are invited to receive the body and blood of Christ and in doing this, to become one with 

Christ, one with each another, and one with the people God created in all nations; people of 

different cultures and with radically different political views.  

 

As we partake of the bread of life, as we drink from the cup of salvation, may we be mindful 

that we are taking the very essence of Christ into our being.  

 

At this table we are reminded that what connects us with people all over the world is not a 

common nationality, it is not our ability to all speak the same language, it is not a common 

social status we all share, it is not the culture we share. We are not connected to other people 

because we are the same race, or because we share the same world view.  

 

What beings us together, what unifies us is nothing of our own doing. What brings us together, 

what binds us together is what God has done for us in and through Jesus Christ. So, as we eat 

the bread, as we drink from the cup, may we be mindful of what God has done on our behalf 

that we might be one with God, and one with each other and one with people throughout the 

world.      

     


